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NOTE FOR: Mr. John Kerry King, Chairman, FAC 


M 0 £ the DDA Information and Privacy Staff and 

I were discussing the "death of the trees" in the courtyards. 

Although I do not know all of the background or action being 
taken, I mentioned to him that the soil is being tested, etc. , 
in an effort to determine the reason for the loss of the tree 
and plants. Jim has a most interesting theory which I am 
on to you with the possibility that it has not already been con 
sidered or checked out. Jim is interested in and knowledgeable 
of trees. He had immediately observed that the trees and some 
of Se plants had died, practically overnight and not over a 
period of time. It is his belief that the cause was some type 
of defoliant or chemical - as a possible result of leakage from 
air conditioning equipment or accidental. s P^f of some kind 
of chemical from the upper floors or roof of the gliding ( 
so this would have involved a great amount in order to cover 
the area which was affected) or, even very likely, spray f t 
some type of chemical or solution from a low-flying alrc ^* 

This last suggestion may not be as unbelieveab e as 
think. Destruction of the foliage follows a northwest to 
southwest pattern across the courtyard which is t e same 
flight pattern to National Airport. It could mean that a 
pilot lightening his fuel load enroute to National Airport^ 
dropped J-2 fuel. Jim bases his theory of cause ^y defoliant 
or chemical on the pattern of death of the trees 
top down, being aware of the deep root 

the willow oaks. If the soil were indeed bad, additional 
trees and plantings of similar species in the cou ^yards 
would surely have also been affected, and apparent y y 
were not. The explanation is actually too complicated and 

lengthy to include here but, if you 

might wish to phone Jim on extension 602 ?* W ^ling 

t-n discuss it with you. (It is also probable that an Agency 
component would have the resources /skill to a che ca 

test.) Maybe this is a solution to the problem/mystery 
which could result in a savings of time, money, and STATINTL 

frustration. 
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26, Headquarters 


'3'7Cy 


iany thanks for your memorandum of 
29 June on the dying trees on the Head- 
quarters Compound. I will pass the word 
to the Members of the Commission at our 
next meeting. 


Enclosed is an unsolicited but obviously 
thoughtful hypothesis sent to me by one of 
the Environmental Committee representatives. 
Your experts may find it interesting. 
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RRY KING 
nrman 
Fine A\Us Commission 
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TATINTL 


MEMORANDUM FDR: 
FROM : 

SUBJECT : 

REFERENCE : 


Chairman, Fine Arts Commission 
Michael J. Malanlck 

Associate Deputy Director for Administration 

Dying Trees on the Headquarters Compound 

Memo to DDA fr C/FAC dated 3 dune 1976 {DDA 76-2877): 
Same Subject 


STATINTL 


At the suggestion of the Fine Arts Commission {FAC), fir. 
former chairman of FAC, was consulted for the purpose of obtaining 
professional assistance in determining the cause of the six Eastern Red 
cedar and oak trees that died in the center and North Cafeteria courtyards. 

An Agency contract was awarded to &jst1t^ Gardens , Incorporated, dated IS 

March 1976, at the request of Mr. for the services of a plant STATINTL 

pathologist. Dr. Curtis May, to determine why the trees dled^ft^tate, 

we have not received an official report In writing, but STATINTL 

Informally advised that the problem could be caused by the use of herbicides. 

It appears that this same problem is affecting the 15-year-old willow oak 
trees located along the perimeter road adjacent to the OCI Garage and the 
exit road leading to the George Washington Memorial Parkway. Fifteen of 
these trees have already died and have been removed. Other oak trees In both 
of these locations are showing signs of dying. 


2. In addition, the General Services Administration (GSA) McLean Field 
Office was asked by speed letter, dated 28 Hay, to determine the cause of the 
problem and to submit a written report to the Chief, Logistics Services 
Division, QL (C/ISD/QL). Mr. Larry Knee, GSA Horticulturist, was unable to 
determine the cause of the problem. He has consulted other sources to study 
the problem. 

^^3^Du«^^he widespread problem on the Headquarters Compound, Hr. STATINTL 
IHHHMHHBHI C/LSD/QL , contacted the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(U.S. Forest Service) on 10 Dune and requested assistance. On 14 June 
representatives of the Forest Service (Messrs. Kenneth Knauer, Ph.G. and 
Harvey Toko) made a physical Inspection of the affected areas. Tney 
tentatively diagnosed the problem on the use of herbicide along the perimeter 
fence and center courtyard which Is used to kill weeds. According to the 
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SUBJECT: Dying Trees on the Headquarters Compound 


Forest Service representatives, a strong herbicide would slowly kill *|j« 11ow 
root oak trees If used frequently enough, especially during the hot, dry 
summer months, 

a i <;n advised Mr Knee of the Forest Service's tentative diagnosis 
and requested the name of the herbicide or weed killer used and the chem c& 
contents for further evaluation by them. In the meantime, LSD «ked to 
stop using this herbicide until an analysis of the problem has been completed. 

5. LSD is on top of the problem and will follow through until resolved. 


/s/ Michael J. Mai an tele 


Michael J. Kalanlck 

cc: D/OS 

Distribution: 

Grig. & 1 - Adse 

(£) - DDA Ctono, 

1 - OL Offlcl 



Originating Office 



, James H. McDonai 
/ Director of Logistics 
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4. We have asked the Department of Agriculture 
to come out and assess the problem. There is also 
a problem with worms and fungus which must be dealt 
with (which Tom says is not the cause of the trees 
dying). 

5. LSD appears to be on top of this. 


STATINTL 
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Remarks : 


Attached is the note to Mr. Blake 
from John Kerry King re the trees in 
the courtyard. Per our conversation, 
please prepare a response. 
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FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 
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DD/A 


8 June 1976 


Memorandumofor : 



Jack Blake 
DDA 1 


0 JUN 1976 


Members of the Fine Arts Commission 
keep reminding me the trees in the courtyard 
are dying. They are dying. We think 
water would help. 

Please help! 



J0!$>kERRY KING 
Chai rman 

Fine Arts Commission 




/ ' 6U2JJ 


Director, 


Office of Geographic and Cartographic Research 
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ATT: DDA 76-2877 1 

Remarks : 

Jack: 

1. FYI: John Kerry King will be out for the 
next month. 

2. I talked to about the trees. 

He commented that problems with the trees extend 
beyond those in the courtyard. 

3. FAC had enUsted the aid of a consultant 

by the name of who a PP arentl y did not 

come up with a solution for the problem. 

(Over) 

1~ FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 

FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 

DATE 



EO/DDA 

11 June 
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